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Year 5
Subtraction

strategies and
representing
subtractions

problem contexts, including ‘find the
difference’.
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Column Use place value equipment to understand Represent the stages of the calculation Use column subtraction methods with
subtraction where exchanges are required. using place value equipment on a grid exchange where required.
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Now subtract the 10s. Exchange | hundred for 10 tens.
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Subtract the 100s, 1,000s and 10,000s.
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Checking Bar models represent subtractions in Children can explain the mistake made

when the columns have not been ordered
correctly.
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Use approximation to check calculations.

| calculated 18,000 + 4,000 mentally to
check my subtraction.
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Choosing
efficient
methods

To subtract two large numbers that are
close, children find the difference by
counting on.
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Use addition to check subtractions.
| calculated 7,546 — 2,355 =5,191.
| will check using the inverse.

Subtracting
decimals

Explore complements to a whole number by
working in the context of length.

Use a place value grid to represent the
stages of column subtraction, including
exchanges where required.

Use column subtraction, with an
understanding of place value, including
subtracting numbers with different numbers
of decimal places.
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Now subtract the 5 hundredths.
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Now subtract the 2 tenths, then the 2 ones.
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